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OHIO SUPREME COURT: SCHOOL FUNDING REVAMP MUST CONTINUE 
"Yes!" was Barbara DeLuca's reaction when she first heard, at about 9:15a.m. 
Thursday, that the Ohio Supreme Court had ruled "the process must continue" in order to 
make Ohio's school funding system thorough and efficient. 
DeLuca, associate professor of educational administration at the University of Dayton, 
teaches school finance to graduate students. She also served on a reaction panel for the Ohio 
Coalition for Equity and Adequacy when it was defining "thorough" as used by the court. 
"What this.decision means is what the legislature has done so far, which many people in 
school finance already know, is not enough to provide a thorough and efficient system," De · 
Luca said. "Property taxes are very unequal across the state." 
Adjoining states have developed systems that work well there, but they probably would 
not work in Ohio, she said. "Michigan's model is more or less successful and the Kentucky 
model, although it needs some revision, is working. But they put a lot of control in the hands of 
the state, and that won't work in Ohio." 
The wait for the Supreme Court decision has been frustrating, DeLuca said. "We need a 
complete redesign of the school funding system in the state of Ohio and legislators have not 
tried to do that. They've tweaked the system we've had for decades. If someone would start 
from the beginning and evaluate every single line item, maybe we would end up redesigning 
the system. 
"It's like a. house that's gotten too run down to repair. It may be cheaper and easier to 
level it and start over." 
She praises Gov. Bob Taft's role in the process. "When he was voted in, there was a fear 
among school funding people that he would be a staunch conservative, and that hasn't 
happened," she said. 
The court's decision comes at a critical time for schools, she said. "We're relying now on 
tobacco money and that will run out- and the formula they used to distribute that money is 
ludicrous because it' s distributed over a number of years and some districts are waiting for 
years to get their distribution," she said. 
For media interviews, call Barbara De Luca at (937) 229-2699. 
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